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to collect their GCSE
certificates and we
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the cohort.
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Excellence is a habit

Year 7 and 8 take part in
our annual Santa Dash
and end the term in high
spirits.

Our School Parliament
representatives have
been elected and are
already making their
mark on the school.
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Dear parents and carers,

I wonder how many times we sing a song and don’t really listen to the words fully. This
week, I attended a carol service and listened to Good King Wenceslas. I had only ever
thought about the first few lines about how the ‘frost was cruel.’ I had never stopped to really
hear the story about how the king tries to help the poor man who he saw ‘gath’ring winter
fuel.’

It’s a carol that seems very pertinent today as the frost lies heavy and ‘fuel’ is a very
expensive commodity. As we approach the end of the longest term of the year, maybe it is
worth thinking about what our school community can offer to all of its members. This
newsletter focuses on our Prize Giving event that was held this week; this was a chance to
celebrate our Year 11’s from last year and their historic achievements. Getting our best ever
results was obviously something to herald, but it was equally valuable to celebrate the
people they had become and the lifelong friendships they had made.

Other highlights in recent weeks were the visit of our MP, Peter Dowd, to meet the students
of our Parliament, to give them the chance to discuss their issues and develop their
leadership skills and sense of citizenship. We’ve santa dashed and christmas jumpered,
raised money for Sefton Community Pantry and fitted in some Bingo for school funds. A very
busy couple of weeks. Like for Wenceslas, Christmas is a time for generosity of spirit.

In January, the days will become brighter and it will be a chance for resetting our minds and
bodies. I am sure that you will continue to show your commitment to our young people,
helping them achieve the highest of standards in all that they do at King’s Hawthornes.
Thank you for all that you do, working in partnership with us to maintain our Aspire Values in
attendance , uniform and attitude to learning. These are gifts that we can share all year
round to allow our students to become the very best versions of themselves.

I look forward to seeing everyone back on January 4th, 2023.

On behalf of the staff at King’s Hawthornes and the Great Schools Trust, I would like to wish
everyone a very happy Christmas,
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Wednesday night was an opportunity to look back on and celebrate the achievements of our
current students over the year as well as our returning class of 2022.

For the latter, it was a chance to take a breath - now that
college courses and apprenticeships are providing them
with new challenges - and remind themselves of what
they are capable of. After the most successful GCSE
results the school has seen so far, that emotional
opening of an envelope back in August and all the hard
work that led up to it deserve to be celebrated and
remembered for the rest of their lives.

For our current students, there was an opportunity to
look back too. Subject awards for both Key Stage 3 and
Key Stage 4 put a spotlight on the inspirational
achievement and endeavour displayed by a truly
aspirational cohort. Those aspirations might not be
completely clear to them yet; future jobs, colleges and
careers can sometimes seem centuries away and
abstract. Seeing the returning Year 11’s made that all a
little bit clearer. Our students were able to see what was
possible become tangible. They will be those returning
students - for some in a year’s time, for some in five - and
they will be walking across the same stage, shaking the
same hands. So now is the time to set those same high,
challenging and rewarding aspirations.

After an address from Mr Gaul, the students and parents
in attendance offered well-deserved praise and applause
for the two Year 7 students receiving the A.S.P.I.R.E
award for outstanding performance and attitudes
towards learning across their subjects in their few
months at King’s Leadership Academy Hawthornes. The
Key Stage 3 and 4 awards celebrated students who have
demonstrated achievement and endeavour in specific
subjects, recommended by their teachers and heads of
department. We were host to Mr John Rigby, the Chair of
Governors, who provided an insightful lesson on
listening based around Dickens’ ‘A Christmas Carol’; a
very important and fitting message at this time of year.
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Thanks to the freezing - or ‘festive’ - temperatures at the
moment, this year’s Santa Dash became less “rocking around
the Christmas tree” and a little bit more “running around the

sports hall.”

The weather and change of plans were nowhere near enough to
dampen the spirits of our Year 7 and 8 students this week as they
piled into the sports hall adorned with light up Christmas jumpers,
Santa hats and tinsel.

Even after 10 laps, students were singing along to the Christmas
music and smiling through the Christmas cardio. Additional
motivation was provided by a healthy sense of competition; the
English department was tasked with counting the laps of a set
number of pupils from each class to see who completed the most -
a task perhaps better suited to the Maths department but in the end
8.3 came out on top. Good sportsmanship shone through in the
applause when the winners were announced at the end of the day
and students left school red-faced and grinning - another day
closer to a well-earned break.

Well done to Dolly in Year 7: her
class voted this as the best
snowman in our Christmas I.T
design competition - rightly so!

ANNUAL SANTA DASH



Christmas Jumper Day and
the season of giving
Years 7 and 8 raised the bar for

Christmas Jumper Day this year:
musical reindeer jumpers and a sea of

red hats on the yard at break and lunch made
for a very festive end to this term.

While it is, of course, a fun way to celebrate
the festive season, Wednesday was also
about giving back to the community. Thanks
to donations brought in by students wearing
their Christmassy attire, we were able to
raise £133 for Sefton Community Pantry.

The total was sent over on Thursday to help
with their important work. The Sefton
Community Pantry provides food, hygiene
and clothing products to families throughout
the area. Thank you to everyone who sent in
donations; there is always a sense of
community in and around the school and
being able to come together to help each
other at this time of year is truly
heartwarming.

Last month saw the official formation of our new School Parliament. Students from across the school
applied for representative roles in five different departments: Department for Culture, Media, and
Sports; Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs; Department for Education; Department for

Communities and Charities and Department for Health.

The voices of our pupils and the say that they have in their own school is invaluable and even after such a
short time in office, their choices and changes are being seen around the school already.

In late November, MP for Bootle, Peter Dowd, talked to the young leaders about what it means to represent
a community and to actualise the changes you wish to see in your own community. The questions posed by
the Student Parliament showed not only that they had taken thoughtful consideration of his guidance, but
also illustrated their keen appetite for productive and proactive change.

Just one example of this change is the new bike stands at the foundation yard. The senior yard has long
been home to our school bike storage for the pupils pedalling to school each day. However, the foundation
representatives pointed out an available space on the foundation yard and rightly questioned why it wasn’t
being used more efficiently. Now, foundation students can store their bikes in their own yard, arriving and
leaving from school without any unnecessary trips back and forth to the senior yard. These seemingly small
but meaningful changes, driven by the pupils’ perspectives, will undoubtedly give everyone a stronger sense
of ownership and belonging in a school where they have a say. We’re looking forward to more changes in
the future.

Student Parliament Making their mark
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