
Before half-term, we had a short visit from our friends at Ofsted. The inspector
was positive about the things she saw at King’s Hawthornes and has given us
some advice as to how we can improve our school further. She interviewed
students, governors, staff and members of the Great Schools Trust central
team. She also examined a variety of written evidence.

Her main conclusion was that “[leaders], with the support from the leaders of
the Great Schools Trust, are taking the necessary steps to improve the quality
of education for pupils at the school.”

She was also complimentary about the work we are carrying out to improve our
students' use of language, how “across subjects, teachers explicitly identify key
vocabulary that pupils must learn. This is helping pupils to widen their
knowledge and understanding of subject-specific terms and concepts.” The
inspector’s letter is now available on our website and the Ofsted website.

While it is pleasing to see the hard work of students and staff being recognised
by the inspector, it can be a challenge to show the wider life of the school in a
single day. The personal development of our students is a key element of a
Great Schools Trust school. Schools are more than exercise books and test
results, vital though these things are for improving the life chances of our
students. In this bulletin, we highlight the richness of experiences in three
events that took place in October, experiences that had a powerful effect on the
learners involved.

It was a very busy couple of weeks.

Brathay 2022!

A recap of all the
amazing activities Year 7
tackled during their trip to
Brathay and a few
snaphshots of the fun
along the way.

Careers support from
local colleges and
universities.

A message from Mr Gaul
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Excellence is a habit

CCF

Find out how our group
of 9 Hawthornes Cadets
got on at the Pringle
Trophy.

Our ‘World Reimagined’
globe returns to the
school after being
displayed in a number
of different locations.
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BRATHAY 2022
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Brathay is a chance for our Year 7 students to represent our school's values and see them
in action out in the real world - not just outside of the school grounds: on top of foggy
mountains; in the middle of lakes and halfway up the trees in the forest climbing

challenges.

The enthusiasm and excitement were immediately apparent as the students arrived and
congregated in the hall on the Thursday morning. Even throughout the coach journey, it was
hard to find any sort of lull amidst the anticipation; I particularly
enjoyed the pupils’ reactions as the view from the coach
windows transitioned from tarmac and traffic to the hills,
fields and seemingly endless country of Ambleside. There
was a true sense of optimism among the students.

Although, when you paint it in as picturesque a manner as
that, you’d think we were there to relax and put our feet up
and take it all in. In fact, as soon as our feet hit the muddy
ground, we were off. Split into their groups with their
belongings packed away, students were immediately put to
work in a range of activities; team building exercises, trekking
to the top of the nearby hills, canoeing on the lake, tackling a
variety of obstacle courses and facing off against climbing
walls.

We can honestly say that every student took to every challenge
and endeavour with a bold appetite for getting out of their
comfort zones and embodied the ASPIRE values every step of
the way.

Take a look at some of the highlights overleaf.
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Ready to hit th
e road!



Celebrating after every
achievement.
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Reaching new heights at
the climbing wall.Warming up with some

team building!

More climbing… Out on the lake! Teamwork.

Believe it or not, the rain
stopped at some point.

Cheering each other on:
“One more rung!”

Back on solid groundafter climbing a mountain.



Page 4

Thanks to our new Hawthornes Student News
Team, we were able to catch up with a few of the
Year 7 students who took on the challenges at
Brathay and ask them about their experiences.

Sonny told us: “The people in my group were all my
friends but I still feel like I made better connections
with them!” Liam recommended the trip to any future
Year 7 students and added: “It was different; you face
your fears and you learn new things.” Finally, Myles
offered some advice for students facing any
challenges when getting out of their comfort zone:
“Don’t give up - just try it. It looks scary but if you try
it you wont regret it.” Time to head ho

me…

PRINGLE TROPHY Progress

October saw nine of our dedicated
cadets packing their bags and
heading for Lympstone once again to

take part in the Sir Stueart Pringle Trophy.

They were competing against contingents
from across the country in a range of
demanding activities. These include
everything from a grading of their first aid
skills, navigating and orienteering to a
stretcher race - carrying a weighted stretcher
across a mile of rough terrain.

Lieutenant Boardman said this was “an
opportunity for them to challenge
themselves, both physically and mentally:
it’s a really tough environment.”

She praised the students involved for
“immersing themselves in the royal marine
experience”, adding: “Despite hurdles and
challenges, they stuck together and pulled
each other through and I think they learned
a lot about themselves.”



Flight path guidance

From its humble beginnings in the art department, our globe (part of the World Reimagined
art project) has finally returned after its prestigious tour of Liverpool.

A collection of art created and collaborated on by students across the school, our globe tells
the stories and histories of the many different cultures that make up our cohort. The globe was
sent out and put on display in Crosby Library back in August along with submissions from other
schools, over 150 of which took part across the UK.

In October, a small group of students from Year 9 were able to follow the globe up to St
Georges Hall, where they passionately explained the stories behind the art installation to City
Region Mayor, Steve Rotherham.

This week, the globe is finally back in school - currently taking pride of place in the school
entrance, a powerful reminder of the reach and opportunities we continue to encourage
students towards every day.

THE GLOBE: ROUND AND BACK

Special thanks to the local colleges, universities and
apprenticeship and training providers who set up at our
careers event last Thursday.

Students from Years 10 and 11 were able to discuss their flight
paths in detail, beginning to visualise and actualise their next
steps with help from a range of educational and vocational
representatives.

Teaching with careers in mind is a keystone of our curriculum
and it was amazing to see so many of our students actively
considering their futures.
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